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Cover crop movement sweeping across 

the Midwest and Ontario too! 

ÂLots of interest the past few years, esp. 

in eastern Cornbelt and Great Lakes 

ÂInterest sparked by many things, 

including: 

ÂHigher fertilizer and energy prices 

ÂConcerns about water quality 

ÂDesire to improve soil quality and biology 

ÂIncrease resilience to climate variations 

 



Rationale for cover crops 

ÂA living, growing plant at times of year 

when we normally have nothing 

growing. 

ÂCapture sunlight, feed soil organisms, 

sequester carbon, trap and recycle 

nutrients 

ÂMake better use of the resources and 

time available! 



7 Month ñBrown Gapò for soybean and corn, fallow period 

Cover crop grows and takes up N during 

some of that normally fallow season.  

This would shrink the ñbrown gapò and 

keep the land green for longer time. 



Cover crops are part of a system! 

ÂDifferent potential benefits and 

challenges for each type of cover crop 

ÂMust adapt cropping system, including 

nutrient mgmt, NT (tillage) system, 

manure, pest mgmt, crop rotation 

ÂNot just an ñadd-onò! 



Cereal rye, SE Indiana 


